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Researchers shldy Total Learning pl_-ogra;lE

By LiMDA COMHER LAMBECKE
I emEshskh i ol e

BRIDGEMORT — Re-
searchers who will halp deser-
oaine i an experimantal
tardy-childhood program can
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the Columins
Sedv] Kinder
garten class where It is in
plac,

Michae! Cohen, managing
partmee ol e Mow York City-
based Michod Cohen Group,
LLE, with colltagues Joceyin
Kiley and Minda Frank, spent
ahoul an hour al the school
where the Total Learning ap-
proach hns been ussl in one
classroom since the stact of the

school year,
Thay later mat with officlals
froom  Action  for  Bridgoeport

Coammunily Ul.-l.'l.-lr.th'l-El'lL thie
antl-poverty agency promoting
Todal Learning. as well as with
olficinls from the city’s public
srlwals

Tutal Learning uses a mulli-
faieted approach of ard, musie,
drama and movement to Eeach
the kindergarten currhculm,
ABCTY hapes tor learn if that ap-
prisich, combinel with a longer
achool day, help for parenits and
a small claszs sire can consoli-
date gains made by students in
Haad Start preschool chsses,

Talal Learning is :|'I|.‘1.-=:|:l:r |ome-
i e i ome classrosm. Mewd
vesir, ARCD hopes o expand
thie program.

Cohen, whose Nrin's ellents
inciode the 115, Departmnent of
Exlucaton, Walt DNsney Lo, and
“Sesame Strecl” said he was
impressed with what he saw
Its the best petri dish to go
miln,” Cohet said of the class-
TORENT,

He also called Sandra Carols-
na, the eacher who ook over
the Total Learning clags in Mo
vembor aler the frst teacher
ke, & “pood and classic
{eacher”

"Il vou called central cast-
I el saiied, “ Gl e @ ol il
i  kindergarten classroom,'
this would be it,” Cohen said

“She's very strong. Very posi
tive. It's a clazzroom whare we
can infrocduce Tolal Learning
withont being conoprned  ar
worrled that we'ne making wip
for defbeim or idiosyncrasies in
teaching.”

Colen sald i 18 RCerialn
what his study of the Total
Learning system will look like,
sinee op many wvariables are
unknown. %5 also not certatn
how many cligees eventnally
will b involvesd and al what
prodde leveds, or even ow sl
deniis will be tested

Same of thase etors will
depend on how much money
Charles: Thadnle, director of
ABCD, can secure for the pro-
ject. Sa far, be has had o mam-
ey af state officials, including
Gov. M. Jodi Rell, wizit the
classioem,

The an-vear price [ag om
the Colomis Schonl cliss
betweon costs for Iemnimg and
evalil bon i= said o be
£7500000. OF that, $150.000 was
set agide for the Colien Group,

This year, the study group
will phesarvee Lhe I:|I!'|."|".‘Iup'l'|.'ll"_‘|:'l1.‘|}1-
thi= program n the Columbas

kindergarten cliss aml prepang
a report that will wll ABCD
and the school svelen how a
randomized &udy o evaluate
ther progrian will be conduoted

it's anticipaied thai to stucky
the effectheness of Total
Learning, some cinsses will use
the program and others will

neel. All othier aspecis ol the
iy thislr #ize, length of
schoal day, eurcieolum  aod

parental support — would have
to e the samee for the compart
som to work, Cohen said.

Frank, the ssnkor research
divector for the Cohen Groap,
snbd she and Kiley will percdi.
cally ¥isil the classroom to help
Sue Snvider, developer of the
Todal Learning approach, e
Fina: e osoulel

Mext venr, aner tho broawdes
pxperiment starts, there will be
no more interventlon, Coben
sald,

Colen, describing hls role
as a sooinl =cisntixt, sabd the
stuly proup has an interna
tional elbenr bose that focuses
largely on chibdhosel mnd oddo-
lescent development.

After the verrorkst atiacks of

N
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Social sciontisiz, from Ioft, Jocelyn Kiley, Minda Frank and Micheol Cohen, of The Michaal Cohsn
Growp, e evaluating Bridgeport's experimantal Total Learning early-chitdhood program.

Sep 11, 2001, Cohen was asked
B then-Mew York City Mayoer
Rudoiph Giulioni to study the
mental health impact of e -
cident on children In the city

His firm is alse working ona
fiveyear siudy for the US. De-
pariment of Education, astnss.
ing the use of meda
overything from compulers bo
televizsion to hand-held video
Eames = in edlucatlon.

Thee group also met with offl-
elals from ABCD and Delsarah
Santacapita, director of swalaa-
tion for the school system.

Santacapita said her role
will e to keap tabs on the
siudy group and report hack (o
the superintensent s alfice:

Santacaplta also viskled Car-
olina’s class Tuesday and =aid
slve pnjoyed it

“Tha Kids wero versy well en-
papmd and on fask. When a
chibld meded (o be redirected,
thee teacher difl a woasberfol
joh,” she said

Linda Conner Lambeck, ioho
coers regional edicaiion
s, oo D roachend of
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